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Agenda - Recent/New Challenges

Federal Changes
Fisheries Act
Indigenous consultation
Migratory birds
Federal overreach?
Provincial Changes
Wetlands
Dugouts and pits
Groundwater diversion

Geotechnical drilling
Wildlife

Municipal Requirements
Future Changes






Fisheries Act

* |ncreased scrutiny on applications

* Changes back to HADD are being increasingly enforced

* Conditions becoming more difficult to implement
 More back and forth
 Federal consultation

* Creative solutions are
starting to be implemented



Consultation

* Engagement expectations and timelines are becoming more
important and impactful to projects

« There are federal guidelines (updated guidelines for federal
officials to fulfill the duty to consult)

* Engagement expectations between the provincial and
federal governments vary



MBR 2022 Changes
Migratory Birds Convention Act

Great blue heron

Pileated woodpecker Black-crowned night heron

https://www.eekwi.org/sit

24 m O n t h S es/default/files/styles/ori
ginal/public/2019-
10/blueheron.jpg?itok=z
MAx7U1N

https://www.allaboutb
3 6 m O n t h S irds.org/guide/assets/
photo/311372981-

480px.jpg

https://www.featheredphotography.co
l I IO nt S m/blog/wp-

content/uploads/2013/11/black-
crowned-night-heron-3649-ron-
dudley.jpg



MBR - Abandoned Nest Registry



Pileated Woodpeckers



Operational Changes Required

» Changes to regulations and citizen scientists require a
different approach

« No seasonal only sweeps (AT standards have changed)
* More thorough work required ahead of time

* More severe consequences
* Fines

* Environmental Offenders Registry



Federal Overreach?

* Supreme Court of Canada - IAA Decision
* Great read for anyone interested in EIAs

* Act was deemed largely unconstitutional
* Acted outside of federal jurisdiction






Wetlands

» Large increases in complexities around wetlands
» Regulation of indirect impacts
* Impacts of historical losses
* Regulation of amphibian impacts
« Different rules for different parties
* Lots of subtilties depending on client

* Huge differences between assessments and
interpretation



Groundwater Diversion

» Certain AEPA office are regulating subdrain systems under
stormwater ponds

* Requires an understanding of flow and quality

* May limit ability to discharge

 What about other subdrains?



Geotechnical Drilling

 Remember you often need approvals which take time!
- DFO
* Transport Canada
- Water Act
* Public Lands Act!



Dugouts and Gravel Pits

* |ncreased regulation of dugouts

« 2020 Guide to Water Act authorizations required for
excavations (dugouts, borrow pits and other types of
pits/excavations)

* |ncreased regulation of Gravel Pits
* Progressive Reclamation

* More approvals



Wildlife

* |ncreased regulation of wildlife nests and dens
* More listed species

* Increased citizen scientists



Drought
« 2024 current drought conditions

* License and TDLs will be affected






Municipal Requirements

* Working for an in some municipalities and cities trigger new
requirements around assessments, time, noise, permits, etc.

* Also an increased amount of attention from public






Summary

* Federal government is creating a more public opinion based
regulatory framework

» Less ability for scientific based justification
* No bypass for Transport Canada public notice

* No contemplation of benefits to fisheries impacts



Summary

* Provincially
* New wetland delineation guidelines

* While we talk about RTR we are seeing increased
difficulty in approvals

* Public is increasingly paying attention to environmental
Issues
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